
 

 

Results of the day 

Quarter Finals 

The last two sets of the quarter finals was played in the morning. After two 

sessions, Arun Jain was ahead of their opponents RIK’s by 62 imps. RIK’s 

conceded the match thereafter. 

Pradeep pulled off a last minute sizzler in their match versus Rana winning the 

last session 39-12 to win by just 1.50 imps overall. 

The other two quarter finals saw Formidables and Bangur Cement winning quite 

comfortably by 45 and 28 imps respectively. 

 

Shree Cement Quarter Finals

Table Team Name C/O Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Penalties Total Difference

RIK'S -            13.0          15.0          28.0          

Arun Jain -            38.0          52.0          -            90.0          

Rana 7.50          19.0          35.0          12.0          73.5          

Pradeep -            32.0          4.0            39.0          75.0          

Formidables -            27.0          29.0          32.0          88.0          

Shree Cement 0.33          5.0            10.0          28.0          43.3          

Indian Chain -            4.0            18.0          27.0          49.0          

Bangur Cement 4.33          35.0          14.0          24.0          77.3          
4 -28.33

1 -62.00

2 -1.50

3 44.67

Date : 14-April-24         Day : 3  



Semi Finals 

The semi finals saw Arun Jain pitted against Bangur Cement with Pradeep 

playing Formidables. 

 

Arun Jain took the first two sessions in style to lead by 59 imps in 2 sessions. 

Bangur Cement pulled back 7 imps in the 3rd session, but felt that the overall 

deficit of 52 imps was too much to cover in 10 boards and conceded the match 

after 3 sessions. 

Pradeep pulled a lead of 15 imps after the first session, but Formidables won the 

second session comfortably by 37 imps. Pradeep won the third by 17 to keep 

the gap between 2 teams to 8 imps. However, Formidables were unfazed and 

won the last session comfortably to enter the finals. 

 

 

Match Point Pairs Eliminations 

116 pairs played the MP Pairs elimination over 3 sessions of 18 boards each. The 

event was won by Mithun Mukherjee and Rajesh Jain with Sukalyan Sarkar and 

Rajendra Sirohia in second place. These two, along with 48 more pairs from 

these eliminations will play in the Match Point Pairs finals. They will be joined by 

2 more pairs from the sponsor’s quota for an all-play-all final. 

The remaining players, as also others desirous of playing, can take part in the 

IMP Pairs Event tomorrow. 

  

Shree Cement Semi Finals

Table Team Name C/O Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Penalties Total Difference

Arun Jain -            24.0          59.0          24.0          -            107.0       

Bangur Cement -            13.0          11.0          31.0          -            55.0          

Pradeep 5.33          17.0          4.0            27.0          10.0          -8.0          55.3          

Formidables 7.0            41.0          10.0          46.0          104.0       
2 -48.67

1 52.00



 

Review 

 

 

This incident took place in the match between Carpedian and Monica Jajoo. In 

the open room Monica Jajoo was sitting North South.  While 3  was not 

alerted, it was explained before play started as ‘Clubs with Diamond support’. 

The play to the first 6 tricks was as follows 

 

 

 

After this play, this was the 7-card ending and now there 

is no way to take the contract down. 

After play was over, the director was called because 

declarer had mentioned Clubs with diamond support, 

but had shown up with only 3 clubs.  



When the director enquired with East West about their convention card, they 

were found to be without one. NS said that this explanation of Clubs with 

diamond support led them to believe that declarer had 5 diamonds with 4 clubs 

and the failure to so alert damaged them since, they would have attacked Clubs 

and then taken the contract 2. 

The director ruled as follows 

1. A deviation of 1 card from expected holding falls within the norms of 

acceptable deviation 

2. Further, a bid of a minor at 2 or higher level with 3 or more cards is 

deemed as ‘natural’ under the BFI system policy. 

The case was referred to Vinay Desai as reviewer who disposed off the review 

as below “The director has given the ruling based on Law 21 in conjunction with 

the BFI system policy regarding fit bid. It goes down even on the defence at the 

table. Table result stands. Review fee to be returned”. 

  



 

Bols Bridge Tips – Courtesy IBPA 

Toine van Hoof is a bridge player from the Netherlands who has written an 

entertaining Tip called Shuffle your cards 

The narration style, too, is different and entertaining 

TWO days ago I received a letter from a talented young bridge player who had 

recently joined the ranks of the professionals. I was quite surprised that he had 

written to me, because I only knew him slightly. It was a cry for help from a 

desperate young man. It read as follows: 

Dear Mr van Hoof, 

 

As you probably know, some six months ago I was asked to play for the Bubbles 

team. I felt flattered. The team was by far the strongest in the country. They had 

won almost every team�of-four tournament the previous season, giving their 

sponsor a lot of publicity. Moreover, they made me an offer I couldn't refuse, so 

I didn't. 

Soon afterwards I was invited for a team meeting. I was supposed to come to a 

rather shabby pub outside town. I arrived at eight sharp but didn't see any 

familiar faces. So I asked the bartender for the bridge meeting and she directed 

me to a small room at the back of the establishment. I entered the badly lit room 

and it took a while before my eyes could pick out three men sitting at a table. 

They were probably my team-mates, but I couldn't be sure. 

The man in the middle told me to sit down and handed me a board. 'Pick up the 

South cards, but don't sort them,' he said and so I did. 

 One of the other guys took out the North cards, sorted them and spread them 

out on the table. It took me a while to get used to looking at an unsorted hand 

but then in the light of a candle I faced this single-dummy problem: 

'This hand was recently played in the Botahall Tournament,' the man in the 

middle said. 'You declare Six Spades and the lead is the king of hearts. Plan the 

play.' 

 

 



 

I looked at the hand and saw it was a simple matter of 

finding the trump queen. I couldn't see any further 

snags so I quickly responded. 'I win the first trick, cross 

to the ace of spades and play the jack of spades, 

finessing East for the queen.' 

'Okay, you made the contract. Why did you play that 

way?" l don't know. I just guessed and I'm usually 

lucky. "There is no such thing as luck in bridge,' the 

third man interfered crossly. 'It's impossible to beat 

the odds.' 

The man in the middle put his hand on my arm 

reassuringly and asked me: 'What do you think 

happened at the table?' 'How would I know?' 

 

'Not so quickly. Look at your cards. After the hand was over, declarer put them 

back in the board without shuffling or rearranging them first. Players seldom do, 

you know. I asked you not to sort the hand. Which card is on the top?' 

'It's the heart ace." And which cards come next?" Spade king, spade ten and 

heart six.' 

Suddenly I understood. By looking at the cards I could see in exactly what order 

they were played in the tournament. So declarer took the first trick with the ace 

of hearts, laid down the king of spades and ran the ten. This lost to East's queen 

and he returned a heart for one down. 

'At the other table declarer went one down!' I said, gasping for breath. 

'Correct. You're a clever fellow. So in future, when playing for our team and you 

play the boards that have come from the other table, don't sort your cards 

unless you're capable of memorizing the order in which you picked them up.' 

'But that's cheating!' I cried. 'No it's not,' the man on the left said. 'It's merely a 

not very well-known expert technique, called reading the opponents' cards. 

You're allowed to draw conclusions from their bidding and signaling, so this is 

also allowed. "This meeting is over,' the man in the middle said. 'Just do as you 

are told and you'll see that your game will improve.' 



 

I was in a state of shock when I left the pub. In the next weeks I couldn't help 

testing my newly learned technique, however much I disapproved of it. It was 

amazing indeed how few bridge players shuffle their cards before putting them 

back in the board. Sometimes, I was able to follow the play at the other table 

from trick one to thirteen. 

It didn't bring me much real benefit, though, but then, in my first tournament 

for the Bubbles team, the following hand occurred: 

 

It was the second half of a tense match against a team of good, though rather 

inexperienced, players. The bidding was 1NT-3NT and I could be sure that it had 

been the same at the other table. The lead was the two of spades (small from 

an honour) and East inserted the king. To make the contract, I needed three 

diamond tricks. If East had the ace of diamonds, I should hold up my ace of 

spades twice to guard against a 5-3 spade split. If West had it, I'd better win the 

first trick in order to keep another stopper in the spade suit. There I was in a 28 

HCP 3NT and I needed to make a right guess to fulfil my contract. 

 

I looked at my unsorted cards: the six of spades on top, then the jack of 

spades, ace of spades, ten of diamonds, two of clubs and four of clubs. So at 

the other table, declarer ducked the spade lead. His jack of spades was won by 



the queen and a third spade cleared the suit. South then played the ten of 

diamonds and apparently this was taken by the ace. The small clubs strongly 

looked like two discards, so West must have had the ace of diamonds, together 

with five spades headed by the queen. 

Feeling kind of guilty, I took the first trick with the ace of spades and laid down 

the ten of diamonds. I ended up making ten tricks. 

'Well done,' my partner said. 'Well done,' my team-mates said later. Thanks to 

this board we had won by a margin of 12 IMPs. 

In the months that followed, I was able to apply the card-reading technique on 

an increasing number of occasions, not only in declarer play but also in defence 

and even in bidding. It helped me in choosing the right lead against 3NT from 

KQ9xx and it even kept me out of a 50% slam where I could detect that the 

king of trumps was offside. 

But, Mr van Hoof, it somehow bothers me to win my points (and money) this 

way. There is no way that I could stop using these dubious techniques; my team-

mates would notice immediately. And even if I left the team, I just wouldn't be 

able to neglect the order of the cards that I pick up. 

Therefore, I turn to you for your help. Your column is read by a lot of tournament 

players. Please write about this phenomenon, of course without mentioning 

your source, and tell all bridge players all over the world to shuffle their cards 

before putting them back in the board. 

 

Yours etc 

I DON'T know about you but I was flabbergasted after having read this letter. I 

agree with the writer that this kind of card-reading comes very close to cheating, 

but there are no rules against applying it. So I'm happy to oblige with the request 

to publicize it and I submit the following BOLS tip: 

 

Shuffle your cards! 

  



Schedule of Events  

 

 

 

Date Time Session

Sunday, 14 April, 2024 Swiss Teams Finals 4 * 10 Boards

09:30 Finals / Play Offs R1

11:30 Finals / Play Offs R2

01:00 Lunch

02:00 Finals / Play Offs R3

03:45 Tea Break

04:00 Finals R4

Pairs

09:30 Match Point Pairs Finals (26 Boards) S1

10:00 IMP Pairs (22/24 Boards) S1

01:00 Lunch

02:00 Match Point Pairs Finals (26 Boards) S2

02:00 IMP Pairs (22/24 Boards) S2

f


